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Friday 16th September 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This Week 
It already seems like we’ve been back for months. That might be the 
tiredness (!), or maybe that the staff and children have been getting so 
much done in the last ten school days. Bit of both, I’d say.  
In the INSET we took a few steps back from the many, many jobs that 
loomed, in order to consider what everyone in the school gets up in the 
morning for- everyone: support staff, teachers, the inclusion team, the 
office team, the kitchen staff, etc. We established that everyone’s work 
was, ultimately, to ‘improve the life experiences of the children’. It’s good 
for us to keep this in mind, even as the pressures and events of the days and 
weeks tend to fill our mental space.  
It has been great having such a good turnout at the Meet the Team 
meetings. Thank you for sparing the time to hear about the year ahead and 
how to support your child/ren. The presentations will be on the website in 
case you weren’t able to make it.  
We have had our new music teacher, Anna, start this week. She’s in on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Next week our new Spanish teacher, Jose, 
starts. It’s exciting for the children to have new adults to work with, and 
they’ll fit right in here.  
  
The Death of the Queen 
As you will have read, Monday 19th is a Bank Holiday, and the school will be 
closed. Many of you will take the time to celebrate the life of the queen or 
mark the occasion in some way. Regardless of your feelings on the monarchy 
in general, it certainly is a momentous event: the passing of our longest-
standing monarch, and the second longest-reigning monarch in the world, 
ever. Currently the name King Charles III sounds a little unusual, but 
presumably not for long.  
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Photos from this week: 

  

  

For their IEYC project ‘Family and Friends’, Reception have enjoyed 

learning all about themselves. This week they have looked closely at 

the features on their face and their skin tone to help them paint self-

portraits!  
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Y2 spent the afternoon sorting objects into different material groups. 

Had lots of fun! 

  

Year 3 making Japanese Notan with paper 
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Year 4 enjoyed their workshop with Into University on Wednesday. 

We learnt about what a career is and the skills involved in different 

careers. We got to take part in activities becoming a 

palaeontologist, civil engineer and product designer.  
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News and reminders 
 
Events happening next week 
 

Monday 19th September  Bank Holiday (school closed) 

Tuesday 20th September Meet the Team: Y3 

Wednesday 21st  September Meet the Team: Y1 
Secondary Transfer meeting 3pm Y6 children 
and parents/carers 
Full Governors’ Meeting 

Thursday 22nd  September Meet the Team: Rec 

Friday 23rd  September Meet the Team: Y4 (moved from Monday) 

 
After School Clubs 
 
Thank you to all parents that have booked clubs this week. We request that 
you arrive on time at 4.30pm to collect your child using the main school 
gate in Gorham Place. 

 
Please pay on the ParentMail App or visit the school office if you wish to 
book.  
 

             Stars of the Week            

 

Class Name 

Nursery Well done Willow Class you are looking after your 

new room and the resources. There is a real pride 

shown in all learning areas, well done. 

Alexa’s 

Reception 

AISHA for working so hard in literacy this week! We 

have been so impressed with your pencil grip and 

letter formation. Keep up the good work! 

Kripali’s 

Reception 

NOAH for doing amazing listening and being a 

good friend. You've learnt our classroom 

expectations very quickly and are able to follow 

them independently - keep it up! 

Cassie’s Yr 1 ALIVIAH for being a great role model for the class. 

Emily’s Y1 KEKE for being an exceptional role model to our 

class and a great friend to all! 
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Nana’s Y2 WHOLE CLASS for your hard work, kindness and 

resilience so far this term. It’s so much fun teaching 

you! 

Becksy’s Y2 MOHAMMED for completing lots of incredible 

learning in maths and his writing this week. I have 

been very impressed 

Pippa’s Y3 AMIR you are a role model for the class. You are 

focussed, respectful and hard-working in all of our 

lessons. You are always ready to learn and we can 

see this in your work. Well done Amir!  

George’s Y3 LEA for being such a kind member of our class! You 

always try your best in lessons and always try to 

help your friends feel better when they are feeling 

sad! 

Emma’s Y4 JACK for settling in so quickly to our routines at 

Avondale. You have been positive, friendly and 

shown us your sporty skills. What a great start to your 

new school! 

Hanna’s Y4 ANDRE for working so hard both in class and around 

the school, modelling beautiful behaviour and 

being really helpful around the classroom. 

Francesca’s Y5 DANNY for impressing us since the start of the term 

with his positive learning attitude and trying his best 

at all times.  

Jodie’s Y5 MISHA for being an exemplary role model for her 

classmates inside and outside the classroom and 

representing the best of our school.  

Natalie’s Y6 ADAM for being respectful of others and being a 

great friend to new pupils. 

Tim’s Y6 TAITUM LI for a fantastic week. In lessons, you have 

been focussed, contributed to class discussions and 

taken pride in your presentation. Well done! 

 
 
 
 

Attendance 
Attendance at school is compulsory and all children should be in school 
unless they are ill. If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, I remind 
parents that they need to contact the school office either by phone: 020 7727 7727 
or via the Parent mail App or via email: info@apsafederation.com before the start 
of the school day. 
We are having a real push on attendance and punctuality this year.  
Thank you 

 
Our overall attainment is still a little low, but the classes with the highest 
attendance in each Key Stage are below.  

mailto:info@apsafederation.com
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KS1 and Reception Nana’s Y2 97.7% 

KS2 Emma’s Y4 98.6% 

 
Congratulations to these classes, and I’m glad that the average has increased 
this week, but still not quite good enough to publish! Next week, people, next 
week.  
 
Our voucher winners this week from the lucky dip hat, with full attendance 
are: Eesa (Y2) and Maryam (Y4)! 
 

And finally… 
Did you know? Where we now have a lovely park next to the school, 
something lies below… 
‘…beneath Avondale Park lies a big secret .Landscapers working on the site in 2009 
investigating the roots of a large tree discovered a set of extensive underground passages. 
There were several theories of how old the passages were and what purpose they might 
have served but research by the Parks department in Council Records showed that the 
passages were an almost forgotten municipal air raid shelter constructed in 1939 and 
sealed in 1946.’ 
 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
Ben McMullen 
 
 
 
 
 
 


